A   BRASS   HAT   IN   NO   MAN'S   LAND
anywhere in war. After all, we used the vault as
cover from weather!' 'Yes,5 says the little French-
man, 'you did, I didn't; and you cooked your eggs
and bacon there too, and then ate them in it. Fancy
turning a family vault into your kitchen and bedroom
combined!5 cWell/ I say, I don't think we did much
harm; and in any case we lost three thousand of our
best Welshmen out of four for your French people,
so you can't grumble! Where did you sleep?5 I ask,
"In a tent at the French Mission/ he answered.
'A British tent?' I ask laughingly, * Anyhow I think
we owe you a debt, you saved us from being blown
up in a church/ I say; 'and you and I used the church
premises for killing Germans! Sacrilege, what?'
'Call them Huns, General/ he says.
After big battle the reckoning comes! Nine
months' toil is wiped out in three days! The wounded
suffer greatly. Four hundred German prisoners have
been employed in carrying British wounded in the
shell-swept area, in which many Germans are killed
while carrying out this duty. Why not? They had
been kept at their mission of relief of suffering for
three whole days. The work of evacuation was
difficult owing to the bad roads and congestion.
Shells take precedence of useless wounded men.
At one time hundreds of dying and wounded ky
in the open at Graincourt, awaiting their turn for
removal to the base, while shells exploded among
184